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HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

FOR THE OPENING OF THE 21 - 22 SCHOOL YEAR

August 25, 2021

Cleveland Hill High School Families:

For the 2021 - 2022 school year, CleveHill High School will be adhering to several health and safety
guidelines established by the Erie County Department of Health. The following are guidelines that will be
critical for you and your child to adhere to, to help ensure the health and safety of our Cleveland Hill
community. This plan is aimed to support the safe return of all students to in-person instruction for this
school year. We will not be offering a full-remote option for learners this school year. If you have any
questions about any of the information below, please feel free to contact me in the HS Main Office, or
email me at twiles@clevehill.org. With your cooperation, I am confident that we can look forward to a
safe return of all students to the building and a successful start to the 2021 - 2022 school year!

Please note: This information is intended to serve as a supplement to our District-wide Reopening Plan.
These guidelines are subject to change, and we will continue to update our plans to ensure we are in
compliance with all current Erie County Department of Health guidelines and regulations. We ask that
you continue to monitor all school-based communications throughout the year for updates to the
following plan.

Prior to Arriving at School
Similar to our procedures during the 2020 - 2021 school year, the Erie County Department of
Health (ECDOH) is requiring daily health screenings for all students and staff. This includes a
temperature check and a check for COVID-19 symptoms, prior to entering school each morning.

Parents are required to conduct the COVID-19 Heath Questionnaire daily. If your child has any
COVID type symptoms, please keep them at home and contact our Health Center at 836-8512. If
no one answers, please leave a message that includes your child’s name, grade and phone number
to contact you at.  You will receive a call back shortly.

A temperature greater than 100.0°F or having one or more of the COVID-19 symptoms listed
below, regardless of vaccination status, will require individuals to be denied entry into the
building or sent directly to our dedicated isolation area prior to being picked up or otherwise sent
home.

COVID-19 symptoms include the following: fever, chills, rigors, muscle aches, headache, back
pain, fatigue, runny nose, congestion, sore throat, loss of smell, loss of taste, shortness of breath,
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difficulty breathing, wheezing, chest pain, cough, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
dehydration, altered mental status/confusion, and seizures.

Faculty and staff attest to completing the COVID-19 Heath Questionnaire daily by attending
school/work.  If a faculty or staff member has any COVID type symptoms, they should stay home
and call their supervisor immediately.

Busses
Students riding on busses must wear a mask at all times. Social distancing is not required, but
students are encouraged to sit with siblings or those coming from the same household. Students
will be given an assigned seat to assist in possible contact tracing.

Parent/Guardian Considerations: The District cannot ensure 3 feet of social distancing for all
students on every bus.  To avoid the possibility of being identified as a “close contact” through
contact tracing, parents may choose to drive their students, or if appropriate, allow them to walk
to and from school.

Arrival
Students will not be permitted in the building prior to 7:35am. Students taking the bus or riding
bikes must enter through the front entrance (near the MS/HS Offices). Students who are walking
or being dropped off must enter through the Drop-off Loop entrance. Breakfast will be available
to all students. Students must sit in designated seats that ensure social distancing from their peers.
Students must report to 1st period by 7:50am.

Masks
Students and Staff will be expected to wear masks appropriately throughout the day. Each period,
students will be given a mask break of at least five minutes, at the teacher’s discretion. Mask
breaks must be done at 6ft, which may require teachers to scaffold breaks for groups of students
throughout the class period.

Students will be socially distanced in the cafeteria, and will be permitted to remove their masks
once seated. Any student unable to safely wear a mask because of a disability/medical condition
must contact me to discuss reasonable accommodations. Written documentation from a licensed
medical provider will be required to provide an exemption.

Social Distancing in the Classroom
All classrooms have been formatted to allow for full student attendance, while maintaining three
feet of social distancing between students. Students must remain masked during class, except
during the previously mentioned mask break. Students in the classroom must maintain social
distancing of at least three feet. Classrooms will be arranged in rows to accommodate for the
appropriate social distancing. Students will be assigned seats in the classroom.

When determining close contact status following an exposure, unvaccinated students within 3 feet
from the positive COVID-19 case for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour
period during a time the case was infectious will be quarantined regardless if masks were worn.
As per CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts are not
subject to quarantine.

Teachers must maintain six feet of social distancing from students or other staff members. When
determining close contact status following an exposure, unvaccinated teachers/staff within 6 feet
from the positive COVID-19 case for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour



period during a time the case was infectious will be quarantined regardless if masks were worn.
As per CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts are not
subject to quarantine.

Quarantine/Isolation
In the event that your child is mandated by ECDOH to quarantine or isolate for a period of time,
please contact the HS Main Office as soon as possible. The quarantine/isolation will be verified,
and then we will work to put synchronous instruction in place to ensure your child still has access
to their education. Your child will be required to be virtually present for all required synchronous
instructional meetings. For more information on quarantining and/or returning following an
illness or quarantine, please refer to the District Opening Plan.

Developing an Illness at School
If a student or staff member develops COVID-19 symptoms while at school, regardless of
vaccination status the symptomatic person will immediately be placed in our isolation room
located in our Health Center.  A student must be picked up by a parent/guardian.  A staff  member
will be sent home. We have established a COVID isolation room in our District’s Health Center
for individuals that are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. Should you need to pick up your child
from the isolation room, there is a separate entrance in the back corner of the courtyard that can
be accessed off of Mapleview Road.  The entrance is located between the Middle/High School
auditorium and Elementary School.

Hallways and Restrooms
Hallways have been marked to establish directional traffic. Students will not be permitted to go to
their lockers except upon arrival, before lunch, and at dismissal. Students will be permitted to
carry their belongings in a backpack from class to class, to accommodate for the reduced locker
trips. Students will not be permitted to congregate in the halls, and should move quickly during
transitions. Stairwells will no longer be single direction only. Students will be permitted to travel
up and down all high school stairwells. Students are still encouraged to practice good hand
hygiene, but must still adhere to capacity limits in all restrooms. Restrooms have clearly marked
capacity limits posted outside of the door.

Social Distancing in the Cafeteria
Students must maintain 3 feet of social distancing in the cafeteria. They may remove their masks
permitting they are seated and socially distanced from their peers. The High School Cafeteria will
be established in the back section of the HS Gym. Like last year, students wishing to get lunch
from the “hot food” service line will enter through the cafeteria to receive their meal. A “cold
food” service line will be established in the gym for any students choosing this option. Students
will be assigned seats in the cafeteria to reduce the likelihood of quarantine through contact
tracing.

Band and Chorus
Students participating in band or chorus must maintain 6 feet of social distancing while
performing. Band and chorus will be held in the auditorium to accommodate for the social
distancing need. Students must wear a mask when they are not performing.

Dismissal
Students will be dismissed by group, similar to last year (bus riders, parent/guardian pickup,
walkers, and those going to after-school activities). Students not attending an approved after
school activity must leave the premises following dismissal.



Guest and Drop Offs
Guests and visitation will still be limited to only those necessary on school premises. Guests
whose presence is necessary at school will be required to sign-in at the Main Office and complete
a Health Screening Questionnaire prior to admittance. Any guest who cannot pass the screening
questionnaire will not be permitted into the building.

Parents/guardians dropping off items should label any items being dropped off with the student’s
name. The item can be left on the table in the vestibule to reduce social contact, and will be
retrieved and distributed by our office staff.

Returning to School Following Illness
Students who have fallen ill or been required to quarantine/isolate will be required to complete the
“Returning to School” procedures prior to returning. Please refer to our district plan for more details
on returning to school following an illness.

Other Important Information
For more information on Athletics, Cleaning and Sanitizing, Screening Testing, Vaccinations, or
Ventilation, please refer to the Cleveland Hill Union Free School District Reopening Plan, sent out by
our Superintendent Mr. MacSwan.

I am so thankful that we will be able to welcome all of our students back into the building for the 2021 -
2022 school year. Although things may change throughout the year, this is a big step in returning to some
normalcy. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We are here to help
make sure your child has a successful and safe return to full, in-person instruction.

Regards,

Timothy J. Wiles
High School Principal


